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An outline for article 7: A Social Learning Theory of Crime by Ronald L. Akers
I. Development of the Theory 
A. The Social Learning Theory is a broad theory that encompasses the different processes of differential association with differential reinforcement as well as other behavior acquisition principles, behavior continuation, and behavior cessation.
B. The theory maintains some significant aspects of symbolic interactionism explained in the theory of differential association. 

II. Social Learning Theory’s Main concepts and Propositions 
A. The Social Learning Theory follows a basic assumption that conforming and deviant behaviors are produced by the same process of learning in interaction, social structure as well as situation contexts. 
B. The balance in the influences of behavior contributes to the difference in the direction. 
C. Differential association includes the processes of exposure to normative definitions favorable or unfavorable to legal or deviant behavior. 
D. Different groups with which individuals are differentially associated provide favorable contexts for the social learning mechanism. 
E. Definitions refer to the meanings or attitudes of an individual towards a certain behavior. 
F. Differential reinforcement refers to the balance of the expected or real rewards and punishments as a result of a behavior. 
G. Imitation includes individual engagement in a given behavior after observation of similar behavior from others.

III. The process of social learning: The effects of sequence and feedback
A. The social learning process is a complex process constituting the effects of feedback and reciprocity. 
B. There is a temporal process or sequence through which an individual arrives at the point of law violation or engagement in deviant behaviors. 
C. The process leads to deviant behavior through a balance of various definitions, the imitation as well as the expected punishment of the crime. 

IV. Social structure and social learning 
A. The model of social structure and social learning hypothesizes that the factors of social structure have a direct influence on the conduct of an individual. 
B. The dimensions of social structure favorable for social learning contexts include; 
1. Differential social organization includes the structural factors related to crime in the society that influence the crime rates. 
2. The differential location of the social structure relates to the social and demographic traits of individuals or groups in the society. 
3. Structural values are defined theoretically encompassing the disorganization, oppression, or group conflict in different social structures. 
4. Differential social location includes the membership of an individual with a certain group as well as the relationship with those groups.

V. Empirical Validity of the Social Learning theory 
A. Research and Critique related to the theory 
1. The tautological nature of the theory has challenged the testability of the basic principles of behavior
2. The theory also includes a temporal sequence of association with peers and delinquency. 
3. The various studies which have included a direct use of the variables of social learning have been used in upholding the hypothesis of the social learning theory. 
B. Akers’ Research on social learning theory 
1. Aker conducted research to validate his theory by testing the theory through empirical of its validity against other theories.

VI. Summary 
1. The social learning theory combines general principles of learning behavior with the criminal behavior theory of differential association by Sutherland. 
2. Strong research evidence has been used in supporting the crime and delinquency explanations of the social learning theory. 

Outline for article 8: The Code of the Street by Elijah Anderson 
I. Introduction 
1. interpersonal violence and aggression are the most pressing problems faced by the black community in the poor inner city.
2. Young people living in such conditions are at a higher risk of becoming victims of aggressive behavior. 
3. The culture of the streets has greatly evolved and is now considered as the code of the streets which encompasses different informal rules which influence the behavior of the public like violence. 

II. Decent and Street Families 
1. Poverty and financial struggles make the people living in the inner communities feel disconnected from the rest of America with the decent and the street families as the real representation of differences in value orientation. 
2. Individuals of decent or street orientations coexist in the same society. 
3. Individuals in the decent family consider themselves so while some of the members of the street families consider themselves as decent. 
4. The decent family chooses strict practices of rearing their children by encouraging them to be more respectful to authority as they reside in a dangerous environment. 
5. The street parents do not promote consideration for others as their sense of community and family is superficial. 

III. Campaigning for Respect 
1. Interaction between decent and street children promotes a social shuffle which gives children the chance to follow their own way. 
2. Individual life experiences are translated to a common knowledge pool when children interact in the streets as they confirm and affirm the teachings they have received or observed from their families. 
3. Disputes among older children are witnessed by the younger ones and may mostly end in cursing or violence. 
4. The adults from the streets such as parents who interact with the young children teach them to be attentive to abusive and violent behaviors. 
5. The children are encouraged to adopt a reinforcement of toughness as well as having nerve. 

IV. Self-Image from the aspect of juice 
1. Teenagers internalize the street code as they grow up while others understand the importance of living with these rules and applying them in different aspects of personal communication. 
2. The children grow in an environment where people may use the dispute to increase their share of respect in the society which is also called the juice. 
3. Objects such as personal possessions or tastes have an essential role in developing the self-image of an individual. 
4. A precarious identity tends to develop as individuals acquire the things they value. 
5. The ability of a person to raise their living standards is depended on their ability to bring others down in a violent give and take context. 

V. Trial of individual Manhood 
1. Manhood is interpreted as the ability to take the entitlement of men in society when interacting with strangers, women, or other men. 
2. The code of the streets requires that a man know what other men know to be a real man. 
3. Manhood has contributed to the idea that one can only gain manhood by showing nerve. 
4. Lack of fear of death is exposed in the definition of true nerve. 

VI. Boys and Girls 
1. Teenage girls tend to mimic the boys in attempts to develop their version of manhood with the goal of attaining respect as able to establish and maintain given standards. 
2. As violence is associated with boys, girls tend to be deferential to them when conflicts arise. 

VII. Going for Bad	
1. Many youths tend to develop a fearless attitude towards death which influences the adoption of a view of life that is limited. 
2. The development of a fearless attitude influences various implications to law enforcement as many youths are concerned with the aspect of justice with their peers more than law enforcement. 
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VIII. A culture which is oppositional 
1. The code of the streets implicates the attitudes of the community as a whole. 
2. Many youths from the inner poor communities tend to adopt the code of the streets as a way of gaining reputation or expressing themselves as they embrace a way of life that is moderate. 
